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While cat owners adore their purring, fuzzy friends, cats can have another, rather unpleasant, side.

Some pee on carpets,Â shred upholstery, chomp houseplants, caterwaul at all hours, and scratch

and bite. Skeptics will claim that itâ€™s impossible to train a cat. Happily, Wendy Christensen knows

theyâ€™re wrong. True, cats are intelligent, adaptable, patient, independent, stubborn, observant,

and extremely quick learners. But they're also remarkably self-interested and quick to exploit a good

deal. Outsmarting Cats enables you to persuade your cat that what you want is also what she

wants. Whatever your specific cat problem, Wendy Christensen gives all the latest information on

what works, and what doesn't.Â SheÂ  shares tried-and-true tips and resources for resolving even

the thorniest behavior problems. And she'll tell you how to head off future problems, simply by

understanding how your cat thinks.
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I haven't even finished reading this book yet, but I wanted to let people know, if they are concerned,

that, while there are a lot of behavioral suggestions in here that is excellent, the book is not ALL

about behavior. *I* think the "outsmarting" idea comes from the need to have something unique in

the title. There are quite a few "cat books" out there now. This book does have a lot of unique

information in it that is not all behavioral, for example, there are many more fascinating details about

each of kitty's anatomical systems than one usually finds in a "cat book." She makes it all very

interesting. One of my favorite parts is based on a study of HOW a cat drinks water. What the

tongue does, how fast it moves, how does it get the water into the cat's mouth, etc.Something else I

noticed is that the book was first published in at the beginning of the 2000s and was republished in



2013. I think that a lot was renewed in terms of disciplinary approaches (very gentle, very kind but

consistent. Doesn't approve of, for example, a mat that you put on the counter that shocks the cat

when he jumps up there. As in "Don't ambush your cat! You want him to feel safe!") There are also

new "resources." Where to get products, what products she recommends. I found it annoying,

however, that nothing is said about how and what etc is updated from the first book to this one. I'm

giving it 5 stars. I think you could use this as your main "go to" cat book, or you could use it as an

addition. My "go to" cat book is "Think Like a Cat," by Pam Johnson-Bennett, but this one is

delightful and I don't find it repetitive. And I really would never CALL it "outsmarting cats.
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